
 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

Welcome to the Cathedral of Saint Paul. The order of Mass can be found on page 3 in the Sunday’s Word booklets found in the pew 
racks. Please follow this order of worship for today’s music. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (5:00PM & 8:30AM) Viri Galilaei                                            ACTS 1:11 

Please join in the refrain below after the cantor introduction and between psalm verses. 

Music: Fr. Samuel F. Weber, OSB, © 2012, St. Meinrad Archabbey 

PRELUDE                      
“MAJESTÉ DU CHRIST DEMANDANT SA GLOIRE À SON PÈRE” FROM L’ASCENSION          OLIVIER MESSIAEN 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD  
MAY 28, 2017 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (11:00AM) Viri Galilaei                                    ACTS 1:11; PSALM 46 

Viri Galilaei, quid admiramini aspicientes in caelum? Alleluia: quemadmodum vidistis eum ascendentem in 

caelum, ita veniet, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. V. Omnes gentes plaudite manibus: iubilate Deo in voce exsultationis. 
 

Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens? This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven will re-

turn as you saw him go. V. All peoples, clap your hands: praise God with a voice of joy.  



 

GLORIA                                MASS VIII 

KYRIE                  MASS VIII 



 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
The Mass readings can be found on page 95 of Sunday’s Word. 

ALLELUIA               

FIRST READING                            ACTS 1:1-11 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                                 PSALM 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 

Text: © New American Bible;. Music: Michel Guimont, © GIA Publications, Inc. 

SECOND READING                              EPHESIANS 1:17-23 

Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; I am with you always, until the end of the world. (Mt 28:19a, 20b)  

11:00AM: The Lord is in Sinai, in the holy place; ascending on high, he has led captivity captive. (Ps 68:18, 19) 
 

*This Sunday’s Alleluia is the Gregorian Alleluia appointed to the day; the first half of it is sung as a congregational refrain, while 
the second half (a melisma on -”ia”) is sung at the 11AM Mass by Cathedral Choir. The elongated last “-ia” syllable of the chant, 

called a “jubilus”, is a musical allegory for the never-ending song of the heavenly choirs worshipping the Holy Trinity. 



 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Page 7 in Sunday’s Word 

GOSPEL                                             MATTHEW 28:16-20 

OFFERTORY ANTIPHON (11:00AM) Ascendit Deus                                                PSALM 47:6 
Ascendit Deus in iubilatione, Dominus in voce tubae, alleluia. 

 

God has gone up amidst shouts of joy, the Lord to the sound of the trumpet, alleluia. 

OFFERTORY (5:00PM & 8:30AM) 
A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING                              LASST UNS ERFREUEN 



 

MYSTERIUM FIDEI                   MASS VIII  

SANCTUS                                                                                               MASS VIII 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM (11:00AM) 
GOD IS GONE UP                             GERALD FINZI 
God is gone up with a triumphant shout: The Lord with sounding Trumpets’ melodies: Sing Praise, sing Praise, sing Praise, sing 
praises out, Unto our King sing praise seraphic-wise! Lift up your Heads, ye lasting Doors, they sing, And let the King of Glory 
enter in. Methinks I see Heaven’s sparkling courtiers fly, In flakes of Glory down him to attend, And hear Heart-cramping notes 

of Melody Surround his Chariot as it did ascend; Mixing their Music, making ev’ry string More to enravish as they this tune 
sing.                   ~Edward Taylor 

AMEN     
After the Doxology, the people respond “Amen” according to one of the formulae below: 



 

AGNUS DEI                          MASS VIII 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (ALL MASSES)                    Ecce ego vobiscum 

Please join in singing the refrain below after the cantor introduction and between psalm verses. 

Music: Fr. Samuel F. Weber, OSB, © St. Meinrad Archabbey 

MARIAN ANTIPHON (ALL MASSES)                 Regina Caeli 
Please join in the antiphon below. 



 

VOLUNTARY                     

“TRANSPORTS DE JOIE...” FROM L’ASCENSION              OLIVIER MESSIAEN 

CLOSING 
HAIL THE DAY THAT SEES HIM RISE                        LLANFAIR 

Queen of Heaven, rejoice, Alleluia: For he whom you did merit to bear, Alleluia: Has risen as he said, Alleluia:  
Pray for us to God, Alleluia. 



 

COPYRIGHTS 
All music used with permission.  Onelicense  #A702187  

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC 

Today we celebrate the Ascension of the Lord. Today’s introit is an especially apt beginning to Mass, with the 
angels’ questioning of the apostles (more or less: “What are you looking at???”) stated boldly. Viri Galilaei is pre-
sented at 11AM in antiphonal fashion, with the ladies and men of the choir alternating phrases of the chant. The 
offertory antiphon at 11AM is in similar fashion, as the chant ascends to heaven in a fairly dramatic instance of 

“text painting”.  It is paried with Gerald Finzi’s monumental Ascension anthem “God is gone up”. This piece 
has three sections, with the outer two virtually identical until the coda. The organ introduces the anthem on the 
reed stops, which portray the trumpets and brass of an orchestra. This triumphant fanfare leads directly into a 
similar choral fanfare. By contrast, the middle section of the anthem is lush, transparent, and calm. In short, it is 

a vision of heaven. The communion antiphon is a simple, congregational setting of the antiphon from the Ro-
man Missal, which quotes the gospel reading from Year A of the lectionary. The prelude before the morning 
Masses is the first movement of Messiaen’s Ascension suite. Titled the “The majesty of Christ demanding its glo-
ry of the Father”, Messiaen’s piece depicts in music what the hearts of those who saw the Ascension must have 

felt that day, when Jesus Christ ascended to his true homeland. Messiaen’s use of extremely slow, brooding tex-
tures in this case paints us the timelessness of this event in our salvation history. It is paired with the postlude, 
“Transports de joie” (its entire translated title is “Outbursts of joy from a soul before the glory of Christ which is 
its own glory”), from the same suite. It is a brilliant toccata, depicting (much as Finzi’s anthem does) the dramatic 

scene of our Lord ascending to heaven. 
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY MASSES 

SATURDAY 5:00PM (ANTICIPATED), SUNDAY 8:30 & 11:00AM 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

MONDAY-FRIDAY, 6:30AM & 12:10PM 

CONFESSIONS 

MONDAY-FRIDAY, 11:30AM-12:00PM; SATURDAY, 3:00-4:00PM OR BY APPOINTMENT 


