
 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
“GAUDETE SUNDAY” 
DECEMBER 17, 2017 

Welcome to the Cathedral of Saint Paul. The order of Mass can be found on page 3 in the Sunday’s Word booklets found in the 

pew racks. Please follow this order of worship for today’s music.  

KYRIE                                         MASS XVII 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (5:00PM & 8:30AM) Gaudete in Domino                              PHILIPPIANS 4:4-5 

Please join in the antiphon below after the cantor introduction and between psalm verses. 

Music: Fr. Samuel F. Weber, OSB, © St. Meinrad Archabbey 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (11:00AM) Gaudete in Domino semper              PHILIPPIANS 4:4,5; PSALM 85 

Gaudete in Domino semper: iterum dico, Gaudete: modestia vestra nota sit omnibus hominibus: Dominus 

prope est. Nihil solliciti sitis: sed in omni oratione petitiones vestrae innotescant apud Deum. V. Benedixisti, 

Domine, terram tuam: avertisti captivitatem Jacob. 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice.  Let your kindness be known to all men; the Lord is near. Be 

anxious over nothing, but in every prayer make your petitions known to God. V. O Lord, you have favored your land, 

and brought back the captives of Jacob. 



 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Today’s Mass readings are found in Sunday’s Word on page 25. 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. 

ALLELUIA                                              

GOSPEL                                                JOHN 1:6-8, 19-28 

FIRST READING                        ISAIAH 61:1-2A, 10-11 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                         LUKE 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54 

SECOND READING                              1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-24 

Music: John Schiavone, © 1998, OCP Publications, Inc. 

HOMILY 

CREED (PROFESSION OF FAITH) 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER (GENERAL INTERCESSIONS) 

“The prophetic texts that directly concern the sending of the Holy Spirit are oracles by which God speaks to the heart of 

his people in the language of the promise, with the accents of ‘love and fidelity.’  St. Peter will proclaim their fulfillment on 

the morning of Pentecost.  According to these promises, at the ‘end time’ the Lord’s Spirit will renew the hearts of men, 

engraving a new law in them.  He will gather and reconcile the scattered and divided peoples; he will transform the first 

creation, and God will dwell there with men in peace.” (CCC, 715) 



 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

Page 7 in Sunday’s Word 

OFFERTORY  
REJOICE! THE LORD IS KING               DARWALL’S 148TH 

OFFERTORY ANTIPHON (11:00AM) Benedixisti                                         PSALM 85:2 

Benedixisti, Domine, terram tuam: avertisti captivitatem Jacob: remisisti iniquitatem plebis tuae. 
 

O Lord, you have blessed your land, you have put an end to Jacob's captivity; you have forgiven the guilt of your people.  



 

AGNUS DEI                               MASS XVII 

MYSTERIUM FIDEI                     

SANCTUS                               MASS XVII 

AMEN     
After the Doxology, the people respond “Amen” according to one of the formulae below: 



 

COMMUNION                VENI, VENI EMMANUEL 

HOLY COMMUNION 

We invite all Catholics who are properly disposed (i.e., in the state of grace and having fasted for 

one hour before communion) to come forward in the usual way to receive Holy Communion.  
 

All others, including our non-Catholic guests, may remain in their pews and join us in prayer.  

Alternatively, to participate in the communion procession and receive a blessing, come forward in 

the line and cross your arms over your chest as you approach the minister. Thank you. 



 

Please do not forget to join us for our celebration of Sunday Vespers this evening. Sung Vespers begins at 5:00pm, with an 

organ recital preceding Vespers at 4:15pm. Please join us to close your Sunday with the prayer of the Church! 

MARIAN ANTIPHON (ALL MASSES)                               Alma Redemptoris Mater 

Please join in singing the antiphon below after Holy Communion. 

O loving Mother of our Redeemer, gate of heaven, star of the sea, Hasten to aid thy fallen people who strive to rise once more. Thou who brought 

forth thy holy Creator, all creation wond'ring, Yet remainest ever Virgin, taking from Gabriel's lips that joyful "Ave!”: be merciful to us sinners.  

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (11:00AM) Dicite: Pusillanimes                                 CF. ISAIAH 35:4 

Dicite: Pusillanimes confortamini, et nolite timere: ecce Deus noster veniet, et salvabit nos. 
 

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 

COMMUNION (11:00AM) 
EGO SUM PANIS VIVUS                     G.P. PALESTRINA 

Ego sum panis vivus. Patres vestri manducaverunt manna in deserto, et mortui sunt. Hic est panis de coelo descendens: 
si quis ex ipso manducaverit, non morietur. Ego sum panis vivus, qui de cælo descendi. Si quis manducaverit ex hoc 
pane, vivet in æternum:  et panis quem ego dabo, caro mea est pro mundi vita. Alleluia. 
 

I am the Living Bread. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is the Bread which cometh down from heaven, that 
a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the Living Bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this Bread, he shall live for ever: 
and the Bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. Alleluia.    ~John 6:48-52 



 

CLOSING  
O COME, DIVINE MESSIAH                                  VENEZ, DIVIN MESSIE 

VOLUNTARY            

PRAELUDIUM IN E, “LITTLE”                      NICOLAS BRUHNS 

The Music Fund of the Cathedral of St. Paul is funded solely by the generosity of benefactors and provides 

the only funds for growing and maintaining our musical offerings to the parish, diocese, and community. Any 

new music for the choir library, recital or concert fees, or necessary items are purchased from this account. For 

example, a donation toward the purchase of a piece of choral music is a perfect way to memorialize a loved one or 

honor a friend. Many of the items in our choir library are labeled with these inscriptions; the musicians at St. 

Paul remember these donors and dedicatees in our weekly prayers. Contributions are also needed to offset soloist 

fees and help make possible an eventual concert series. If you would like more information, please contact the di-

rector of music, Bruce Ludwick, Jr., at ludwick@stpaulsbhm.org or 251.1279x107. 



 

COPYRIGHTS 

All music used with permission.  Onelicense  #A702187  

UPCOMING SERVICES AND RECITAL OPPORTUNITIES AT THE CATHEDRAL 
 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE SPECIAL MUSICAL EVENTS PRESENTED AS PART OF 

THE LITURGICAL LIFE OF OUR CATHEDRAL PARISH. THIS MUSIC IS ALSO PRESENTED AS AN OUT-

REACH TO THE LARGER COMMUNITY OF BIRMINGHAM; PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD TO YOUR 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY, CATHOLIC AND NON-CATHOLIC ALIKE. PLEASE CONTACT THE DIREC-

TOR OF MUSIC AT LUDWICK@STPAULSBHM.ORG OR 251.1279X107 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR 

TO SUPPORT THE PERFORMANCE OF THESE GREAT WORKS. THESE PERFORMANCES ARE ONLY 

POSSIBLE THROUGH YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CATHEDRAL MUSIC FUND. 

 
THE SUNDAYS IN ADVENT (DECEMBER 3, 10, & 17 ) 
 
 4:00PM, DEC. 3   SOLEMN VESPERS ACCORDING TO THE USE OF ST. BERNARD ABBEY 

    (LED BY THE MONKS OF ST. BERNARD ABBEY AND CATHEDRAL  

    CHOIR): MAGNIFICAT BY DI LASSO AND SUNG TE DEUM 
  

 4:15PM, DEC. 10 & 17  PRE-VESPERS ORGAN RECITALS 

     DEC. 10: MARK W. HAYES, ASSISTANT ORGANIST    

    DEC. 17: BRUCE LUDWICK, JR. DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AND ORGANIST 
 

 5:00PM, DEC. 10 & 17  SUNG VESPERS LED BY THE CATHEDRAL MEN’S AND LADIES’ SCHOLAE 
      

 MASSES FOR CHRISTMAS, DEC. 24-25 
  
 5:00PM   VIGIL MASS FOR CHRISTMAS WITH INSTRUMENTS AND CANTOR 
  

 11:15PM  PRELUDE FEATURING CHORAL, ORGAN, AND CONGREGATIONAL WORKS. 
  

 12:00AM  SOLEMN MIDNIGHT MASS: MALCOLM MISSA AD PRAESEPE WITH GREGORIAN 
    CHANT, CAROLS, AND SACRED POLYPHONY. 
  

 10:00AM  MASS FOR CHRISTMAS DAY WITH CHANT, CAROLS, AND SACRED ARIAS.  


