
 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH 
DECEMBER 31, 2017  

Welcome to the Cathedral of Saint Paul. The order of Mass can be found on page 3 in the Sunday’s Word booklets found in the pew 

racks. Please follow this order of worship for today’s music. 

ENTRANCE HYMN          ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 



 

GLORIA                            MASS VIII 

KYRIE                       MASS VIII 



 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

The Mass readings are found on page 35 in Sunday’s Word. 

FIRST READING                      SIRACH 3:2-6, 12-14 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                          PSALM 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 

SECOND READING                            COLOSSIANS 3:12-21 

Let the peace of Christ control your hearts; let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 

ALLELUIA                                              

Music: Stephan Calvert, © 2015, Byrd and Bach Music 



 

GOSPEL                                       LUKE 2:41-52 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

Page 7 in Sunday’s Word 

OFFERTORY 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS?                GREENSLEEVES 



 

MYSTERIUM FIDEI                              CALVERT 

AGNUS DEI                           MASS VIII 

SANCTUS                                                                                               MASS VIII 

AMEN     
After the Doxology, the people respond “Amen” according to one of the formulae below: 



 

COMMUNION  

AWAY IN A MANGER                   CRADLE SONG 

HOLY COMMUNION 

We invite all Catholics who are properly disposed (i.e., in the state of grace and having fasted for  

one hour before communion) to come forward in the usual way to receive Holy Communion.  
 

All others, including our non-Catholic guests, may remain in their pews and join us in prayer.  

Alternatively, to participate in the communion procession and receive a blessing, come forward in 

the line and cross your arms over your chest as you approach the minister. Thank you. 



 

COPYRIGHTS 

All music used with permission.  Onelicense  #A702187  

CLOSING (5:00PM & 8:30AM) 
ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY                                         REGENT SQUARE 

(FOLLOWING PAGE) 

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM                         ST. LOUIS 

CLOSING (11:00AM) 
TE DEUM                                                  MODE IV 

The Te Deum is found on the insert you received with your order of worship upon entering the church.  

Please join in singing the verses in plain type along with the choir, who also intones the italicized verses. 
 

A plenary indulgence is granted to the Christian faithful who, in a church or in an oratory, are present [take part] in a recitation or 

solemn chant of the Te Deum hymn, on the last day of the year, in thanksgiving to God for the favors received in the course of the 

entire year. The plenary indulgence is under the usual conditions of complete detachment from sin, prayers for the Holy Father (one 

Our Father and one Hail Mary is suggested), sacramental confession (within about 20 days of the date of the desired indulgence), 

and reception of Holy Communion (preferably on the day of the indulgence, but again, within 20 days). 



 

HAVE YOU ENJOYED THE MUSIC AT THE CATHEDRAL LATELY? 
 

Perhaps God is calling you (or someone in your family...even a friend!) to serve him through music yourself!  The 

post-Christmas period is an ideal time to join one of our choral ensembles. Whether you feel the Cathedral Choir, 

Children’s Schola Cantorum, Mens’ Schola, Ladies’ Schola, or Cantor Group is right for you, there is likely a 

place for you in the cathedral music apostolate. Full descriptions of all groups are available on the cathedral website 

at www.stpaulsbhm.org/music. Please contact the Director of Music, Bruce Ludwick, Jr., for more information at  

Ludwick@stpaulsbhm.org or 205.251.1279x107. There are also plenty of service opportunities that do not in-

volve singing or a regular time commitment. As always, your financial generosity toward the Music Fund is also ap-

preciated and is a perfect way to honor a loved one or a friend or to simply give thanks to God!  

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC 
 

Merry Christmas from all here at the Cathedral of St. Paul! We hope you and your family have a wonderful 

Christmas season. In the United States, the Sunday within the Octave of Christmas is celebrated as the Feast of 

the Holy Family. It is a wonderful witness to the dignity of all human life and the importance of the family (in 

reflection of the Holy Trinity) as the basic building block of life and society. As such, music honoring the birth 

of our Savior is surely as appropriate as can be! A variety of carols are presented with some using an expected 

tune (“O Little town” to ST. LOUIS, which is the original tune) with others using less well-known (“Away in a 

Manger” to CRADLE SONG, the traditional English tune for the hymn text). The singing of the Ordinary of 

the Mass (Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei) in Greek and Latin is a reminder that this was a practice (especially 

in cathedral churches) specifically requested by the Second Vatican Council (Sacrosanctum Concilium, #54, 112-121) 

as well as every pope in the 20th Century. It is a sign of unity and, with the advance of technology, it is easy to 

provide aids to learning this (whether through YouTube “practice” or simply following the translations in this 

order of worship).  We hope this music helps you to pray to our Lord in the words of today’s communion hymn: 

“come to us; abide with us”! 


