
 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

THE FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD  
FEBRUARY 2, 2018 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Suscepimus, Deus                              CF. PSALM 48:10-11 

Please join in singing the refrain below after the cantor introduction and between verses of Psalm 48. 

Welcome to the Cathedral of Saint Paul. The order of Mass can be found on page 3 in the Sunday’s Word booklets 
found in the pew racks. Please follow this order of worship for today’s music.  

 

On the Feast of the Presentation, candles are traditionally blessed (as they will be today) at the beginning of the Mass, 
giving the day the popular title of “Candlemas”. Please note that this blessing is celebrated at the beginning of Mass, so 

note the changes in the liturgy below.  

ANTIPHON Ecce Dominus noster                               

Please join in singing the refrain below after the cantor introduction. 

The faithful place candles for blessing on the appointed table. At the beginning of the liturgy, the priest goes to the place of 

blessing. The candles are lit while the antiphon below is sung.  

THE BLESSING OF CANDLES AND THE PROCESSION: SECOND FORM, THE SOLEMN ENTRANCE 

After the candles are lit, the priest addresses the faithful and blesses the candles. At the conclusion of the blessing, he says:  

V.  Let us go in peace to meet the Lord. 

R.  In the name of Christ. Amen. 

The procession moves to the sanctuary; the Penitential Act and Kyrie are omitted. The Gloria is sung, followed by the collect. 



 

GLORIA                                         MASS VIII 



 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
The Mass readings are reprinted below 

GOSPEL                                                 LUKE 2:22-40 

FIRST READING                              MALACHI 3:1-4 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                                      PSALM 24:7, 8, 9, 10 

SECOND READING                                      HEBREWS 2:14-18 

ALLELUIA                       

Music: John Schiavone, © OCP Publications, Inc 

A light of revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel. 

Thus says the Lord God: Lo, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me; And suddenly there will 

come to the temple the LORD whom you seek, And the messenger of the covenant whom you desire. Yes, he is 

coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who will endure the day of his coming? And who can stand when he ap-

pears? For he is like the refiner's fire, or like the fuller's lye. He will sit refining and purifying silver, and he will 

purify the sons of Levi, Refining them like gold or like silver that they may offer due sacrifice to the LORD. 

Then the sacrifice of Judah and Jerusalem will please the LORD, as in the days of old, as in years gone by.   

Since the children share in blood and flesh, Jesus likewise shared in them, that through death he might destroy 

the one who has the power of death, that is, the Devil, and free those who through fear of death had been sub-

ject to slavery all their life. Surely he did not help angels but rather the descendants of Abraham; therefore, he 

had to become like his brothers and sisters in every way, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest 

before God to expiate the sins of the people. Because he himself was tested through what he suffered, he is able 

to help those who are being tested.   

When the days were completed for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph took Jesus 

up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the 

womb shall be consecrated to the Lord, and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons, 

in accordance with the dictate in the law of the Lord. Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was (cont.) 



 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Page 7 in Sunday’s Word 

Simeon. This man was righteous and devout, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 

him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Christ 

of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to perform 

the custom of the law in regard to him, he took him into his arms and blessed God, saying: “Now, Master, you 

may let your servant go in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you pre-

pared in the sight of all the peoples: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel.” The 

child’s father and mother were amazed at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary 

his mother, “Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 

contradicted and you yourself a sword will pierce so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” There 

was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having 

lived seven years with her husband after her marriage, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She never 

left the temple, but worshiped night and day with fasting and prayer. And coming forward at that very time, she 

gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were awaiting the redemption of Jerusalem. When 

they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 

Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

OFFERTORY          AN ANGEL HAILS 

Hymn tune: Flor Peeters; Text: Daniel Gannon 



 

MYSTERIUM FIDEI  

SANCTUS                                                                                                    MASS VIII 

AMEN     
After the Doxology, the people respond “Amen” according to one of the formulae below: 



 

AGNUS DEI                    MASS VIII 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We invite all Catholics who are properly disposed (i.e., in the state of grace and having fasted for 

one hour before communion) to come forward in the usual way to receive Holy Communion.  
 

All others, including our non-Catholic guests, may remain in their pews and join us in prayer.  
Alternatively, to participate in the communion procession and receive a blessing, come forward 

in the line and cross your arms over your chest as you approach the minister. Thank you. 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Responsit accepit Simeon                                   LUKE 2:26 

Please join in singing the refrain below after the cantor introduction and between verses from the Gospel of Luke and Psalm 48. 

Music: 2011, Andrew Motyka, ©  Creative Commons 



 

COPYRIGHTS 
All music used with permission. Chant settings of the Presentation antiphons by Adam Bartlett, © 2018, Illuminare Publications, Inc., 

unless otherwise noted. Onelicense  #A702187  

VOLUNTARY            

TOCCATA DECIMA                 GEORG MUFFAT 

CLOSING             
IN HIS TEMPLE NOW BEHOLD HIM                      LAUDA ANIMA 



 

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (1511), Albrecht Dürer; ©Victoria and Albert Museum, London 
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