
 

Welcome to the Cathedral of Saint Paul. The order of Mass can be found on page 3 in Sunday’s Word. 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

MOST REVEREND STEVEN J. RAICA, BISHOP 
VERY REVEREND BRYAN W. JERABEK, PASTOR & RECTOR 

 

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
AUGUST 15, 2023 

KYRIE (5:30PM)                 MASS XVI 

PRELUDE  
«PLEIN JEU» FROM AVE MARIS STELLA                           NICOLAS DE GRIGNY 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (5:30PM) Signum magnum                CF. REVELATION 12:1 
Please join in the entrance antiphon below after the cantor introduction and between verses of Psalm 98. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (6:30PM) Gaudeamus  
Gaudeamus omnes in Domino, diem festum celebrantes sub honore Mariae Virginis, de cuius Assumptione 

gaudent Angeli, et collaudant Filium Dei. V.  Eructavit cor meum verbum bonum: dico ego opera mea regi. 
 

Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the feast day in honor of the Virgin Mary, at whose Assumption 

the Angels rejoice and praise the Son of God.  V. My heart overflows with a good word; I address my works to the king. 



 

GLORIA (5:30PM)                                                                 MASS VIII 

KYRIE & GLORIA (6:30PM)                                             MISSA «DIXIT MARIA» (HASSLER) 



 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                           PSALM 45:10, 11, 12, 16 

ALLELUIA (5:30PM)                                     

Mary is taken up to heaven; a chorus of angels exults. 

ALLELUIA (6:30PM) Assumpta est Maria       

Alleluia, alleluia. V. Assumpta est Maria in caelum: gaudet exercitus angelorum. 

Alleluia, alleluia. V. Mary is taken up to heaven; a chorus of angels exults. 



 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

OFFERTORY  
MAGNIFICAT                                 JERUSALEM 

OFFERTORY ANTIPHON (6:30PM) Assumpta est Maria             
Assumpta est Maria in caelum: gaudent angeli, collaudantes benedicunt Dominum, Alleluia.  

Mary has been taken up into heaven; the Angels rejoice, praising the Lord together and blessing Him, Alleluia. 
 

—Polyphonic setting by G.P. Palestrina 



 

MYSTERIUM FIDEI 

SANCTUS (5:30PM)                                                                                               MASS VIII 

SANCTUS (6:30PM)                                                                                                  MASS IX 



 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

We invite all Catholics who are properly disposed (i.e., in the state of grace and having fasted for one 
hour before communion) to come forward in the usual way to receive Holy Communion.  

 

All others, including our non-Catholic guests, may remain in their pews and join us in prayer.  
Alternatively, to participate in the communion procession and receive a blessing, come forward in the 

line and cross your arms over your chest as you approach the minister. Thank you. 

AGNUS DEI (5:30PM)                                              MASS VIII 

AGNUS DEI (6:30PM)                                                                                                  MASS IX 



 

PLEASE RESPECT OUR CUSTOM OF STAYING THROUGH THE CONCLUSION OF THE CLOSING HYMN.  
THIS IS OUR CORPORATE ACT OF THANKSGIVING AFTER MASS. THANK YOU! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Beatam me dicent                       LUKE 1:48-49 
Please join in the antiphon below after the introduction and between verses. 

POSTCOMMUNION (6:30PM)                                     
DIXIT MARIA                          H.L HASSLER 

Dixit Maria ad Angelum: Ecce ancilla Domini, fiat mihi secundum verbum tuum.  
Mary said to the angel, “Behold, the handmaid of the Lord; be it done unto me according to your word”.  

CLOSING                                   SALVE REGINA COELITUM 

VOLUNTARY  
«DIALOGUE SUR LES GRANDS JEUX» FROM AVE MARIS STELLA                        NICOLAS DE GRIGNY 



 

COPYRIGHTS 
Responsorial Psalm: Fr. Samuel F. Weber, OSB, © St. Meinrad Archabbey. Communion Antiphon: Adam Bartlett, © Illuminare Pub-

lications, Inc. All music used with permission. Onelicense  #A702187  

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC 
It goes without saying that Our Lady has inspired some of the most beautiful sacred art (and music) in history. 

There is something especially compelling about today’s Solemnity of the Assumption and the hope it should in-

still in all of us. We hear two of Renaissance polyphony’s most illustrious practitioners tonight: Palestrina and 

Hassler. Palestrina is the model Roman musician: he composed mostly sacred works (of unparalleled quality) 

and has a uniformly excellent output. His offertories are some of his most challenging and excellent pieces, and 

among them, today’s Assumpta est Maria stands tall. It is relatively brief, but there is a constant flourish of ascend-

ing lines that “text paint” Mary’s Assumption into Heaven. Tonight’s Kyrie, Gloria, and motet are all composi-

tions of Hans Leo Hassler. Hassler is primarily associated by training with the Gabrieli family of Venice, but 

served most of his career in Germany in various royal courts. While he stands on the cusp of the Baroque peri-

od, the “Dixit Maria” we hear tonight is clearly a more conservative composition. Often associated with the An-

nunciation (for obvious reasons), it is nonetheless very appropriate for today’s celebration. The Kyrie and Gloria 

are what is referred to as a “parody” (or imitation) Mass, as they are based on the aforementioned motet. In this 

case, the melody and rhythm are used almost wholesale. These are bright and sunny pieces. Perhaps less sunny 

but no less relevant is the organ music of Nicolas de Grigny. Considered the most “severe” of French Classical 

composers, perhaps that is an unfair label; rather, his polyphony is so well worked out versus his contemporaries 

that it sounds nearly German. That said, all the sounds you’ll hear are authentic French ones—both in the com-

position and on the Anna Catharine Grace Memorial Pipe Organ (which is designed for this repertoire!) This 

piece is based on the Vespers hymn Ave maris stella (“Hail, star of the sea”) addressed to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

MUSIC REMINDERS 

—Children’s Schola Camp. Children’s Schola Cantorum, our choral group for children with treble 

voices in grades 3-8, will have Schola Camp the evening of Friday, August 25, and the morning/

afternoon of Saturday, August 26. No audition is required; a modest fee is charged to offset meals and 

materials, which also counts toward the yearly fee ($50/child or $100/family) of Children’s Schola, 

whose regular rehearsals Wednesday afternoons start in late August and continue through May. Please 

register at this link: https://www.wesharegiving.org/App/Form/19f51442-a7af-4b94-8e58-8ca4e1cf7b6d Partici-

pating in the Camp does not require registration for the entire year of Schola! Contact the Director of 

Music at ludwick@stpaulsbhm.org for more information. 

—Have you considered joining Cathedral Choir? Our flagship ensemble resumes rehearsal in August. 

We are always in need of new members for this fun, hard-working group. You will make friendships that 

will last a lifetime! Please contact the Director of Music for more information! 

https://www.wesharegiving.org/App/Form/19f51442-a7af-4b94-8e58-8ca4e1cf7b6d
mailto:ludwick@stpaulsbhm.org?subject=Children's%20Schola

