
 

Welcome to the Cathedral of Saint Paul. The order of Mass can be found on page 3 in Sunday’s Word. 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

MOST REVEREND STEVEN J. RAICA, BISHOP 
VERY REVEREND BRYAN W. JERABEK, PASTOR & RECTOR 

 

THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2023 

PRELUDE 
 “KYRIE: PLEIN JEU” AND “ELEVATION: TIERCE EN TAILLE” FROM MESSE POUR LES COUVENTS                F. COUPERIN 

ENTRANCE HYMN                  
SING PRAISE TO GOD WHO REIGNS ABOVE                      MIT FREUDEN ZART 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (8:30AM &11:00AM) Iustus es, Domine           PSALM 119:137,124 
Iustus es, Domine, et rectum iudicium tuum: fac cum servo tuo secundum misericordiam tuam. V. Beati immaculati 

in via: qui ambulant in lege Domini. / You are just, O LORD, and Your judgment is right; treat Your servant in accord with 

Your merciful love. V. Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the LORD. 



 

GLORIA                                                          MASS XII 

KYRIE                      MASS XII 



 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

ALLELUIA                  

OFFERTORY  
FIRMLY I BELIEVE AND TRULY                            HALTON HOLGATE 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                                                PSALM 95 

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 



 

SANCTUS                                                                                                 MASS XII 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                   MASS XI 

MYSTERIUM FIDEI 

OFFERTORY ANTIPHON (11:00AM) Oravi, Deum meum         DANIEL 9:4,2,17,19 
Oravi Deum meum ego Daniel, dicens: Exaudi, Domine, preces servi tui: illumine faciem tuam super sanctu-

arium tuum: et propitius intende populum istum, super quem invocatum est nomen tuum, Deus. / I, Daniel, 

prayed to the Lord my God, saying: Hear, O Lord, the prayers of Thy servant. Let Thy face shine upon thy sanctuary, and 
be merciful to this people, who call upon Thy name, O God. 



 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

We invite all Catholics who are properly disposed (i.e., in the state of grace and having fasted for one 
hour before communion) to come forward in the usual way to receive Holy Communion.  

 

All others, including our non-Catholic guests, may remain in their pews and join us in prayer.  
Alternatively, to participate in the communion procession and receive a blessing, come forward in the 

line and cross your arms over your chest as you approach the minister. Thank you. 

MUSIC REMINDERS 

—Children’s Schola Cantorum has begun rehearsal for the year. The group rehearses every Wednesday 

from 4:00-4:45pm. No audition is required; there is a modest yearly fee ($50/child or $100/family) for 

this group, which seeks to teach music literacy and healthy singing to children in grades 3-8. Older chil-

dren are especially important in helping mentor the younger singers! Please contact the Director of Music 

at Ludwick@stpaulsbhm.org if you and your child are interested in participating in this group that helps 

ensure the future of great choral music at the Cathedral! 
 

—The first concert of our 2023-2024 Downtown Concert Series is TODAY at 4:00pm in the 

CLC Great Hall! More info on the back page of the order! 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (ALL MASSES) Sitivit anima mea                 PSALM 42:3 

Please join in singing the refrain below after the cantor introduction and between verses. 

POSTCOMMUNION (11:00AM) 
BEHOLD, THE TABERNACLE OF GOD                                          WILLIAM HARRIS 
 

Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and the Spirit of God dwelleth within you. For the temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are. For the love of whom ye do this day celebrate the joys of the temple with a season of festivity. Alleluia. 

 

           —Sarum Rite Antiphon for the Dedication of a Church 



 

VOLUNTARY  
“FUGUE: SOSTENUTO E LEGATO” FROM SONATA VI FOR ORGAN      FELIX MENDELSSOHN 

CLOSING  
ALL MY HOPE ON GOD IS FOUNDED                                  MICHAEL 

PLEASE RESPECT OUR CUSTOM OF STAYING THROUGH THE CONCLUSION OF THE CLOSING HYMN.  
THIS IS OUR CORPORATE ACT OF THANKSGIVING AFTER MASS. THANK YOU! 



 

COPYRIGHTS 
Responsorial Psalm: Richard Proulx, Joseph Gelineau, SJ, © GIA Publications, Inc. Communion Antiphon: Fr. Columba Kelly, OSB, 

© St. Meinrad Archabbey. All music used with permission. Onelicense  #A702187  

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC 
Before Mass, we are fortunate to hear two movements from François Couperin’s Mass for the Convents, the small-
er of Couperin’s two organ Masses. The concept of the French organ Mass is very old; in the French understand-

ing, the organ could miraculously become the choir! Movements of the Mass ordinary, hymns, or the Magnificat 

at Vespers were usually sung in alternatim (between a cantor and choir, or two choirs in the liturgical choir of the 

church). So, the organ was understood by the French to simply be «un autre choeur». In this case, the organ intro-

duces the Kyrie with the grand plein jeu (the combined principal choruses) of the organ in a monumental French 
overture. The following movement is another instance of typical Gallican practice: an “elevation motet” fre-

quently replaced the Benedictus of the Mass (which in the pre-1969 form of the Mass would’ve been sung after 

the elevation of the chalice). In fact, Franck’s famous Panis Angelicus was composed for this purpose. In the 

French Classical organ style, this moment was reserved for the two most intimate registrations: the voix humaine 

or, in this case, the tierce en taille. The tierce refers to the registration (a cornet combination, accompanied by 

rich, soft foundations) and en taille refers to its location (the tierce voice “sings” in the tenor register). If you have 
heard the vocal music of Charpentier, Lully, or any other French Baroque composer, you will immediately recog-
nize this solo voice as one that mimics these vocal pieces. There are few pipe organs in North America as excel-
lent at rendering this music as our very French one! We hear a variety of hymnody: German Renaissance, Geor-
gian English (with a text by St. John Henry Newman), and 20th Century English (with tune by Herbert Howells, 
in memory of his son). As is usually the case here at the Cathedral, we use a Gregorian chant ordinary. It is 

worth remembering that Sacrosanctum Concilium, Vatican II’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, says that Gre-
gorian chant should be given “first place” in the liturgy (SC #116) and sees cathedrals as custodians of this art 
and the art of choral singing (SC #114). In the words of Pope St. Paul VI, this congregational chant helps 

“...make it easier for Christians to achieve unity and spiritual harmony with their brothers and with the living tradition of the 
past” (Voluntati Obsequens). The anthem after communion is William Harris’ work on a text for the Dedication of 

a Church. It is relatively brief, but says a lot in that time. There are shimmering pianissimos, thundering fortes, 
and everything in between. It is our organ scholar Charlie Mathews’ first opportunity to accompany such a piece 
with Cathedral Choir (whose first “full” Sunday of the season is today), for which we are very glad! He plays 
most of the music for Mass, including the voluntary, taken from Felix Mendelssohn’s Sixth Sonata for Organ. 
Mendelssohn, a very German musician who nonetheless achieved great fame in England in the mid 19th Centu-
ry. From the 1820’s on, Mendelssohn more or less single-handedly led a revival of J.S. Bach’s works, including in 
Great Britain, where he was commissioned to write these pieces (requested as “voluntaries”, a very English way 
of saying “an organ piece”) by the publishing house Novello. Never one to care too much about these minor de-

tails, he fulfilled the commission with Six Sonatas for Organ. Probably better described as “suites” (they are not 

related at all to sonata form, etc.), they nonetheless form a continuous line from Bach’s Trio Sonatas to the organ 
“symphonies” of late 19th– and early 20th Century France. While Bach used fugues as the final movement of 
his free works, Mendelssohn uses his as the second movement, with another following (interestingly, Louis 

Vierne did the exact same in his First Symphony for Organ 50 years later!) It is a fairly introspective fugue, and is 
relatively free from Mendelssohn’s idiosyncratic voice leading (where parts tend to appear and reappear with no 
explanation). It is a beautiful end to this Sunday’s Mass.  



 

 Sunday, September 10 4:00PM FAMILY CONCERT IN THE CLC 
This concert for folks of all ages – children are most welcome! – will be given by a 
special ensemble chaired by parishioner and accomplished soprano, Serafina Collart. It 
will take place in the Cathedral Life Center (CLC) and include light refreshments. 

 Sunday, October 8 4:00PM PHILIPPE LEFEBVRE, organist 
Monsieur Lefebvre is one of the three titular organists at Notre-Dame de Paris, a 
position he has held since 1985. He is internationally-acclaimed for his improvisation 
skills, and regularly travels to give recitals and master classes around the world. 

 Friday, November 3 7:00pm BYRD ENSEMBLE 
An annual tradition! The Byrd Ensemble, based in the Seattle area, will be back to 
enchant us with the program, “In the Company of William Byrd”, including selections 
from Byrd, Tallis, Lobo, as well as a newly-commissioned piece by Nico Muhly. 

  Sunday, December 3 4:00pm BRUCE E. LUDWICK, JR., organist 
Bruce is our own Director of Music & Organist at the Cathedral, and his recital this 
year will feature works that will show off the Anna Catharine Grace Memorial Pipe 
Organ, including the Second Symphony for Organ of French composer, Louis Vierne. 

 Sunday, February 4 4:00pm TYLER CANONICO, organist 
Mr. Canonico is a former Assistant Organist of the Cathedral, now serving as Minister 
of Music & Organist at Market Square Presbyterian Church in Harrisburg, Penna. He 
is a musician of great virtuosity, who returns to show us new colors of the ACG Organ. 

 Friday, March 15 5:30pm CATHEDRAL CHOIR 
Choral Stations of the Cross is a venerable and long-standing tradition at the Cathedral 
of Saint Paul, giving Cathedral Choir an opportunity to preview Holy Week repertoire 
in a prayerful environment that also aids the congregation’s Lenten meditation.  

 Sunday, April 21 4:00pm ISABELLE DEMERS, organist 
Québec native Dr. Isabelle Demers is Associate Professor of Organ at McGill University 
in Montréal. Noted for her imaginative programming, she is described as having a 
“bracing virtuosity” in her spell-binding performances around the world. 

 Sunday, May 19 4:00pm CATHEDRAL MUSICIANS’ CONCERT 
Our season will end with a recital of Rheinberger’s Six Sacred Songs by Cathedral Choir 
baritone Colin Alexander; as well as one of the most unique sacred pieces in the 
repertoire: Karg-Elert’s Fuge, Kanzone, und Epilog for organ, violin, & four women’s voices! 

Concerts are in the church 
unless otherwise noted.  

Smart casual dress is 
recommended. 

No entrance fee. 
Donations to the  

Cathedral Music Fund  
are warmly welcomed! 

2120 Third Avenue North • Birmingham, Ala. 35203 

       2023-2024          Season 
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