
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Welcome to the Cathedral of Saint Paul. The order of Mass can be found on page 3 in the Sunday’s Word booklets. 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

MOST REVEREND STEVEN J. RAICA, BISHOP 
VERY REVEREND BRYAN W. JERABEK, PASTOR & RECTOR 

 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 22, 2024 

KYRIE                             MASS XVII 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (5:00PM & 8:30AM) Rorate caeli                     ISAIAH 45:8 
Please join in the antiphon below after the cantor introduction and between psalm verses. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (11:00AM) Rorate caeli                  ISAIAH 45:8; PSALM 18:2 

Rorate, caeli, desuper, et nubes pluant iustum; aperiatur terra et germinet Salvatorem. V. Caeli enárrant glóriam 

Dei: et ópera mánuum eius annúntiat firmaméntum. / Drop down dew from above, you heavens, and let the clouds 

rain down the Just One; let the earth be opened and bring forth a Savior. V. The heavens declare the glory of God, 

and the firmament proclaims His handiwork.  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (5:00PM & 8:30AM)                               PSALM 80 



 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

ALLELUIA 

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word  

OFFERTORY (ALL MASSES) 
O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL                                     VENI EMMANUEL 

OFFERTORY ANTIPHON (11:00AM) Ave Maria                                  LUKE 1:28 

Ave Maria, gratia plena: Dominus tecum. Benedicta tu in mulieribus, et benedictus fructus ventris tui. / Hail 

Mary, full of grace: the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 

GRADUAL (11:00AM) Prope est Domine                      PSALM 145:18 

Prope est Dóminus ómnibus invocántibus eum: ómnibus, qui ínvocant eum in veritáte. V. Laudem Dómini lo-

quétur os meum: et benedícat omnis caro nomen sanctum eius. /The Lord is near to all who call upon Him, to all who 

call upon Him in truth. V. May my mouth speak the praise of the Lord, and may all flesh bless His holy name.  



 

SANCTUS                 MASS XVII 

AGNUS DEI                                     MASS XVII 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We invite all Catholics who are properly disposed (i.e., in the state of grace and having fasted for one hour be-

fore communion) to come forward in the usual way to receive Holy Communion. All others, including our non-
Catholic guests, may remain in their pews and join us in prayer.  

 

Alternatively, to participate in the communion procession and receive a blessing, come forward in the line and 
cross your arms over your chest as you approach the minister. Thank you. 



 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (ALL MASSES) Ecce Virgo concipiet                 ISAIAH 7:14 

CLOSING HYMN         O COME, DIVINE MESSIAH (VENEZ, DIVIN MESSIE) 

PLEASE RESPECT OUR CUSTOM OF STAYING THROUGH THE CONCLUSION OF THE CLOSING HYMN.  
THIS IS OUR CORPORATE ACT OF THANKSGIVING AFTER MASS. THANK YOU! 

COPYRIGHTS 
Entrance Antiphon: Fr. Samuel F. Weber, OSB, © St. Meinrad Archabbey. Responsorial Psalm: Michel Guimont, © GIA Publications, 

Inc. Communion Antiphon: Adam Bartlett, © Illuminare Publications, Inc. All music used with permission. Onelicense  #A702187  

POSTCOMMUNION (11:00AM) 
TOTA PULCHRA EST, WAB 46                                          ANTON BRUCKNER 
Tota pulchra es, Maria. Et macula originalis non est in te. Tu gloria Jerusalem. Tu laetitia Israel. Tu honor-
ificentia populi nostri. Tu advocata peccatorum. O Maria, virgo prudentissima. Mater clementissima. Ora pro 

nobis. Intercede pro nobis. Ad Dominum Jesum Christum. / Thou art all fair, Mary, and the original stain is not 

in thee. Thou art the glory of Jerusalem, thou art the joy of Israel, thou art the honor of our people, thou art the advocate of 
sinners. O Mary, virgin most wise, Mother most clement. Pray for us, intercede for us with Our Lord Jesus Christ.  
                    —c.f. Song of Songs 4:7; Judith 15:10 


