
 

Welcome to the Cathedral of Saint Paul. The order of Mass can be found on page 3 in the Sunday’s Word booklets. 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

MOST REVEREND STEVEN J. RAICA, BISHOP 
VERY REVEREND BRYAN W. JERABEK, PASTOR & RECTOR 

 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD OR «CANDLEMAS» 
FEBRUARY 2, 2025 

VOLUNTARY  
“CANTABILE” FROM 3 PIÈCES POUR ORGUE                 CÉSAR FRANCK 

THE SOLEMN ENTRANCE 

The faithful gather (with their candles) at the rear of the church by the baptismal font. The celebrant and servers process to 
the font, where the lighting of candles commences immediately, while the following antiphon is sung. 

ANTIPHON Ecce Dominus noster             ISAIAH 35:4,5 

Ecce Dominus noster cum virtute veniet, ut illuminet oculos servorum suorum, alleluia. / Behold, our Lord will 

come with power, to enlighten the eyes of his servants, alleluia. 

ANTIPHON (ALL MASSES) Lumen ad revelationem                    LUKE 2:29-32 

Lumen ad revelationem gentium, et gloriam plebis tuae Israel. / A light for revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of 

your people Israel. V.. Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, in accordance with your word. For my eyes have seen your 
salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all peoples.  

The celebrant then greets and addresses the faithful. The blessing of candles proceeds directly thereafter. After sprinkling with 
holy water and loading the thurible, the procession to the altar begins with the following words: 

V.  Let us go in peace to meet the Lord.  
R. In the name of Christ. Amen.  

The following antiphon, with verses from the Canticle of Simeon or Nunc Dimittis, is sung during the procession. 

When the celebrant reaches the chair, he intones the Gloria in excelsis. After the singing of the Gloria, he says the collect as 

usual and Mass proceeds. 

————————— 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (ALL MASSES, AD LIBITUM) Suscepimus, Deus        CF. PSALM 48:10-11 



 

GLORIA (5:00PM & 8:30AM)                                  MASS XI «ORBIS FACTOR» 



 

GLORIA (11:00AM)                                      MISSA SIMPLEX 



 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                                      PSALM 24:7, 8, 9, 10 

A light of revelation to the Gentiles, and glory for your people Israel. 

ALLELUIA                          GREGORIAN, MODE VIII 

OFFERTORY                      AN ANGEL HAILS  

OFFERTORY ANTIPHON (11:00AM) Diffusa est gratia                                  PSALM 45:3 
Diffúsa est grátia in lábiis tuis: proptérea benedíxit te Deus in ætérnum, et in sǽculum sǽculi. 

Grace is poured out upon your lips; thus God has blessed you forever, and for ages of ages  



 

MYSTERIUM FIDEI 

SANCTUS               MASS XI «ORBIS FACTOR» 

AMEN (11:00AM) 

AGNUS DEI               MASS XI «ORBIS FACTOR» 



 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

We invite all Catholics who are properly disposed (i.e., in the state of grace and having fasted for one 
hour before communion) to come forward in the usual way to receive Holy Communion.  

 

All others, including our non-Catholic guests, may remain in their pews and join us in prayer.  
Alternatively, to participate in the communion procession and receive a blessing, come forward in the 

line and cross your arms over your chest as you approach the minister. Thank you. 

POSTCOMMUNION (11:00AM) 
 ALMA REDEMPTORIS MATER                  G.P. PALESTRINA 
O loving Mother of our Redeemer, gate of heaven, star of the sea, Hasten to aid thy fallen people who strive to rise once 
more. Thou who brought forth thy holy Creator, all creation wond'ring, Yet remainest ever Virgin, taking from Gabriel's lips 
that joyful "Ave!”: be merciful to us sinners.               —Marian antiphon for Advent and Christmastide 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Responsit accepit Simeon                                   LUKE 2:26 

Please join in singing the refrain below after the cantor introduction and between verses. 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON (8:30 & 11:00AM) Responsit accepit Simeon                      LUKE 2:26 
Responsum accepit Simeon a Spiritu Sancto, non visurem se mortem, nisi videret Christum Domini. 

 

Simeon received a revelation from the Holy Spirit, that he would not see death until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  



 

COPYRIGHTS 
Responsorial Psalm: John Schiavone, © OCP Publications, Inc. Communion Antiphon: Andrew Motyka, ©  

CommunionAntiphons.org. All music used with permission. Onelicense  #A702187  

CLOSING HYMN 
O GOD, BEYOND ALL PRAISING                                     THAXTED 

VOLUNTARY  
PIÈCE HEROÏQUE                    CÉSAR FRANCK 



 

MUSIC REMINDERS 
 

—PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE NEXT INSTALLATION OF OUR DOWNTOWN CONCERT SERIES. On 

Sunday, February 23, at 4:00pm, we welcome THE GESUALDO SIX, one of the world’s best 

men’s vocal ensembles. This is their Alabama debut: the concert is not to be missed...and it’s 

free! Please help support our concert series! More information at stpaulsbhm.org/concerts! 

————————— 

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC 
Today’s Mass is one of the most beautiful feasts of the Church year: The Presentation of the Lord in the Temple. 

It brings many ideas, feelings, and prayers together: Our Lord Jesus Christ (and his parents, St. Mary and St. Jo-

seph) satisfy the obligations of the Jewish law by presenting Jesus in the temple, but (as we know from the Canti-

cle of Simeon that we hear in the introit of Mass and elsewhere), he is opening a new door, so to speak, of salva-

tion—especially appropriate in this Jubilee Year. Finally, as many of us often pray the Holy Rosary, we are re-

minded of this feast (the fourth Joyful Mystery) on a weekly basis. It is no surprise that this day gives birth to a 

beautiful liturgy, with the blessing of candles particularly (thus the secondary name “Candlemas”), but also beau-

tiful art (note the copy of the Dürer woodcut on the following page) as well as music. It is also the last day of the 

year that the Marian antiphon Alma Redemptoris Mater is sung, having been a feature of Compline and devotions 

since the First Sunday of Advent. It is, like the Presentation itself, a pivot point as we now welcome the Ave Regi-

na Caelorum. We are thankful especially for the presence of the Cathedral Children’s Schola Cantorum at the 

8:30am Mass this weekend, as they lead us in the unique introductory rites of this Mass, and also in the com-

munion antiphon and singing of the Alma. The voluntaries before and after Mass are both compositions of 

César Franck, composed in response to the building of the singular Cavaille-Coll organ at his church, Ste. Clotil-

de—an instrument that is one of the models for our very own Anna Catharine Grace Memorial Pipe Organ! 

Franck remarked, “Mon nouvelle orgue—c’est un orchestre!/My new organ—it’s an orchestra!”, after hearing for 

the first time, and these pieces show his gifts as an orchestrator. The Cantabile is (as the title suggests) a singing 

piece, full of lyricism, demonstrating the oboe and trumpet stops. The Pièce Heroïque is usually characterized as a 

battle between evil and good; Franck surely had in mind the Franco-Prussian War that was raging at the time. It, 

like the closing hymn, ends our liturgical celebration on a triumphant note! Happy Feast Day! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE RELIGIOUS JUBILARIANS OF OUR DIOCESE! 
 

60 YEARS 
ABBOT CLETUS MEAGHER, O.S.B. 

  

50 YEARS 
SR. ROSA CRUZ-PLAZA, MGSPS 

 

25 YEARS 
SR. MARY JULIANA, O.P. 

————————— 

https://stpaulsbhm.org/sacred-music/cathedral-choir/

