
 

THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL 
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
FOR THE CATHEDRAL OF SAINT PAUL AND SAINT ROSE ACADEMY 

MAY 2, 2026 

Welcome to the Cathedral of Saint Paul. The order of Mass can be found on page 3 in the Sunday’s Word book-

lets found in the pew racks. Please follow this order of worship for today’s music. Arrangements have been made 
for a professional photographer to take pictures of the children as they receive First Holy Communion. We hope to 
maintain the sacredness of the Mass by minimizing any distractions. Therefore, in order to preserve the reverence 
of the Holy Mass, please refrain from photography or video recording during the Mass. 

ENTRANCE HYMN               
AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST                   SALZBURG 



 

KYRIE                      MASS XVI 

GLORIA                      MASS VIII 



 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Today’s Mass readings are reproduced below. 

FIRST READING                 DEUTERONOMY 8:2-3, 14B-16A 
Moses said to the people: “Remember how for forty years now the LORD, your God, has directed all your jour-

neying in the desert, so as to test you by affliction and find out whether or not it was your intention to keep 

his commandments.  He therefore let you be afflicted with hunger, and then fed you with manna, a food un-

known to you and your fathers, in order to show you that not by bread alone does one live, but by every word 

that comes forth from the mouth of the LORD.  “Do not forget the LORD, your God, who brought you out of 

the land of Egypt, that place of slavery; who guided you through the vast and terrible desert with its seraph ser-

pents and scorpions, its parched and waterless ground; who brought forth water for you from the flinty rock 

and fed you in the desert with manna, a food unknown to your fathers.” 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM                 PSALM 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 

SECOND READING                          1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26 
Brothers and sisters: I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night 

he was handed over, took bread, and, after he had given thanks, broke it and said, "This is my body that is for 

you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as you eat this 

bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes.  

ALLELUIA                            

I am the living bread that came down from heaven, says the Lord; whoever eats this bread will live forever. 



 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Page 7 in Sunday’s Word 

OFFERTORY                   
IMMACULATE MARY                                    LOURDES HYMN 

GOSPEL                                    JOHN 6:51-58 
Jesus said to the Jewish crowds: "I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread 

will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world." The Jews quarreled among 

themselves, saying, "How can this man give us his flesh to eat?" Jesus said to them, "Amen, amen, I say to you, 

unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you. Whoever eats 

my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. For my flesh is true food, 

and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me and I in him. Just as 

the living Father sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will have life 

because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven. Unlike your ancestors who ate and still died, 

whoever eats this bread will live forever." 



 

SANCTUS               MASS XVIII 

MYSTERIUM FIDEI                              

AGNUS DEI                          MASS XVIII 

AMEN     
After the Doxology, the people respond “Amen” according to the formula below: 

This year, several families requested that their children be able to kneel at the moment of receiving their First Holy Com-
munion. To facilitate their request, we have provided kneelers, since the Cathedral does not have a communion rail. The 
children will go to communion first, followed by those in the congregation who are properly disposed according to the guide-
lines printed above. Anyone who wishes to receive kneeling may do so; anyone who cannot kneel or does not prefer that pos-
ture is free to stand, as always. 



 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

We invite all Catholics who are properly disposed (i.e., in the state of grace and having fasted for 
one hour before communion) to come forward in the usual way to receive Holy Communion.  

 

All others, including our non-Catholic guests, may remain in their pews and join us in prayer.  
Alternatively, to participate in the communion procession and receive a blessing, come forward 

in the line and cross your arms over your chest as you approach the minister. Thank you. 

COMMUNION               ADORO TE DEVOTE 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Qui manducat                                             JOHN 6:57 



 

COMMUNION                               
JESUS, MY LORD, MY GOD, MY ALL           SWEET SACRAMENT 

Before the final blessing, the celebrant will invite the First Communicants to come up for the blessing. Immediately following 

the blessing, he and the other ministers of the altar will pose for a picture with the children. This will be taken by the official 

photographer—no one else should come forward to photograph at this time. Then the closing hymn will begin as the children 

will return to their pews. 

ITE MISSA EST            



 

COPYRIGHTS 

All music used with permission.  Onelicense  #A702187  

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THOSE WHO RECEIVE THEIR  
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION TODAY! 

DAHLIA ALCAINO 

ESTHER ALVAREZ 

ANASTASIA AYERS 

KAROLINE BARBERA 

JOHN DOMINIC BLACKSTONE 

SEBASTIANO BOTTA 

MARIELLA BRUNO 

JOHANNES CABRERA 

CECILIA CAMPBELL 

RICHARD COOPER 

BETHANY COPPA-CROSS 

XAVIER COPPA-CROSS 

GINNY GRACE COURTNEY 

EMMA DREY 

VICTOR BRYAN GONZALES 

JOSEF HESLEY 

MAX HOFFMANN 

LANE HUTCHINSON 

DELAINEY LEE 

CHARLES LETTS 

SAMUEL LINCOLN 

ANDREW LOVEMAN 

ZELIE MOLINA 

JIMENA MONZON-MARTINEZ 

ANA MOODY 

EMILIA MOODY 

FINNIAN MOORE 

LUCIA GARCIA PASSALACQUA 

GABRIEL PINTER 

BISHOP SAWAY 

GABRIEL SCALERO 

PRESTON SCHULTZ 

ALAINA SMITH 

HENRY WARD 

NINO OLIVER YU TIAMCO  


